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WOMONSPACE NEWS 


Submissions of interest to other 
lesbians are always welcome in this 
newsletter. The topics for the next 
two issues of WOMONSPACE NEWS are 
travel in June and s/m in July. The 
deadline for submissions is May 15 
for both issues; mail them to our 
address on the back of the newsletter 
or drop them off at Every Woman's 
Place. Please include a contact phone 
number in case we have questions or 
would like to discuss editing. Also, 
be sure to indicate how you wish the 
material to be credited. 

Lindy Pratch 


OO 


NEW HOME FOR WOMONSPACE 


An offer has been signed with St. 
John's Ambulance to move into their old 
building on Jasper and 110 Street. The 
lease will take effect July 1, 1985. 

We should be able to start cleaning up 
the space in May and will probably be 
moved into the building by June 1. 
Further information and the final lease 
agreement details will be available at 
the general meeting in May. 


GALA 85 
GAY AND LESBIAN AWARENESS 
June 29 - 27, 1985 


Plans are well underway for this 
year's celebrations. Many of the 
details are yet to be confirmed, but 
so far the plans include: 

June 20 - Womonspace Wine & Cheese 

June 21 - Vocal Minority/Womonspace 
Concert with Louise Rose, 
jazz pianist 

June 22 - GATE dance, BBQ 

June 23 - Picnic in Rundle Park with 
Ecumenical service 

June 25 - Public Forum ''Costumes of 
the Mind! 

June 26-- Book Sale--Common Woman Bks 

June 27 - Poetry night, Gay/Lesbian 
Pride Day Celebration of 
Ourselves 

All week (if possible) - Arts/crafts 

show ? 

'Harvey Milk! and other 

relevant films in a lesbian/ 

gay series at the Princess 


Also - 


Posters will soon be ready for 
distribution. Find a friend .gerra 
glue pot ready--we'll be asking you to 
put some up anywhere you can think of! 

Info: Liz - 481-5973 

Deb - 421-0790 


POPE JOAN, known as Pope John VIII, was appointed 


cardinal by Leo IV and elected pope in 853. Edu- 
cated at the school of Athens, she was a renowned 
During a papal procession 
through the streets of Rome her female identity 
The astonished 


scholar and teacher. 


was revealed when she gave birth. 


crowd stoned the pontiff and her child to death. 
Pope Joan remained recognized as a pope until 
1601 when Clement VIII erased her from history. 


FRONT COVER: 


No credits available on postcard. 


Dear Womonspace, 

| was pleased to read, in the 
March edition of the newsletter, that 
the focus of the May issue is to be 
travel. | spent a year traveling 
around the world and found it to be 
the most stimulating and rewarding 
experience of my life. World travel 
is an education which can't be beat. 
What all of this leads up to is my 
intention to do it all again. 

| won't say that lesbians do not 
exist all aver the world, but as easy 
as they are to find in Copenhagen, 
they are impossible to find in places 
like Naro Moru in Kenya or Lomo Lomo 
in Fiji. Therefore, a traveling 
partner is a desirable option. There 
are many advantages to having a travel 
partner, not least of which are: 
having a person with the same orienta- 
tion and cultural background to relate 
to; a shared experience is one which 
is greatly enhanced; where it is safe 
for two people to venture it may not 
be for one; and splitting costs, where 
possible, adds up to extra dollars 
which can then be.converted to more 
days of sun, surf and such. 

If anyone is interested in world 
travel or would just like to discuss 
the possibilities, | would like to hear 
from you. 

Wanted: Travel partner with similar 
interests 
Preferred Destination: 3rd World 

Countries; | particularily like 

Africa and S.E. Asia. 

Special Interests: country as opposed 
to cities; wildlife 

Accommodations: cheap--no Hiltons! 

Mode of Travel: flexible/varied 

Time Limit: none 

Departure Date: approximately 18 months 

Contact: Pat, phone 454-5825 


Yours in adventure, 
Pat 
Editor's note: It is the June issue 
of WOMONSPACE NEWS which will focus on 
travel; watch for it next month: 


WANTED !! 
WOMYN ARTISTS 


G.A.L.A. is looking for womyn artists 
to contribute their works or help organ- 
ize the Art Show planned for Gay and 
Lesbian Awareness Week. Please cal] 
Deborah (421-0790) or Liz (481-5973). 


HIGHLIGHTS OF APRIL GENERAL MEETING 
ge Fes FAP 


Now that we're members of the 
National Action Committee on the Status 
of Women (N.A.C.), Womonspace is re- 
ceiving lots of mail to reply to. 
N.A.C.'s strength comes from the fact 
that all of their members write letters 
on each other's behalf. 

We need to think about how we are 
going to respond to these letters, 
both dealing with the huge volume and 
the decisions to respond. The dead- 
lines are often too soon for the 
letters to be dealt with at general 
meetings. 

The membership decided to -send a 
delegate (Kathryn) to the N.A.C. 
Annual General Meeting in Ottawa in 
May. This will be a good opportun- 
ity for networking with other lesbian 
groups in N.A.C€.. The second day of 
the Annual General Meeting is the 
now famous ''lobbying'! of MP's’ in 
which the women ascend Capitol Hil] 
and let Parliament know what's. on the 
minds of Canadian women. 


Commencing the June Issue of Womon- 
space, the following advertising proce- 
dure will be in effect: 


- Application must be made to the Womon- 
space Board one month prior to publica- 
tion of the Newsletter. 

- All artwork required must be camera 
ready or an additional preparation fee 
will be charged . 

- Fee will be charged as follows: 


Full sheet, both sides - $75.00 


Full sheet, one side - $40.00 
Half sheet (83"' x 9'') - $25.00 
One column (4!'' X 9!') - $15.00 
Half column (4'' x 42") - $10.00 
Business card size = § 5:00 
I bittes+s 2 nese (Ad)sa-esa52 00 
Additional Inserts - $15.00 


*Discounts will be made on ads running 
for six months or longer. 


WANTED 


Non-smoking womon to share accommo- 
dations with same. Please cal] 
Karen at 439-0792. 


Wanted : Roommate For May L 
To share large 2 bedroom apt. 
across from UofA. 
#264.00/mo. + phone 
Call Fat : 432-7197 


EDMONTON WOMEN ARE WINNERS 


Congratulations to the Chimos 
Hockey Team, who are the Canadian 
National Women's Hockey Champions for 
the second year in a row. That's 
pretty impressive: 

The Edmonton Selects recently won 
the gold medal in the B side of the 
Canadian Women's Broomball Champion- 
ship. Good stuff, women! 


GALA CIVIL RIGHTS 


Despite our earlier lack of success, 
we have continued to work and have found 
ongoing support. 

Mary LeMessurier, MLA for Edmonton 
Centre, is prepared to speak to our 
amendment to the I.R.P.A. in the House 
during second reading. She requests we 
be a visible presence in the gallery 
when she does so - be prepared for a 
phone call asking you to attend the legis- 
lature sometime in May or June - our 
visibility is one of our greatest assets. 

Marlene Antonio, Chair of Human Rights 
Commission is strongly encouraging us to 
continue our efforts at lobbying MLA's. 
Both she and Mary have suggested we 
concentrate on Calgary and Edmonton MLA's 
as the ones most likely to supperiaiees 
we're planning more letters, more meetings, 
more media work. 

Wednesday, May 8th at 10 a.m. GALA 
will be presenting to a Public Forum of 
the Human Rights Commission. 

GALA will be presenting to the Fed- 
eral sub-committee on Equality which is 
visiting provincial capitals to receive 
input on the Federal Charter of Rights & 
Freedoms - this is some time in May or 
June, we think. 

GALA ''South'' members in Calgary were 
recently interviewed on CBC T.V. GALA 
"'North'' members Jeanne Perreault and 
Phillip Knight were interviewed on ITV's 
Maureen Mansbridge's show on Friday, 

Aprile! Sune 

There's lots of work for us all; be 
ready to do what you can do - sign a 
letter, go to the legislature, write or 
visit your MLA; encourage a friend, hold 
a GALA members hand; become a GALA member! 

Remember - every time we educate 
someone, even a little, our goal becomes 
closer. ''When a woman tells the truth, 
she creates.the possibility of the truth 
around her'! - Adrienne Rich. 

For information call: Tom at 426-1516, 
Liz at 481-4973 or 427-6674 or Maureen at 
454-8031, 


Liz Massiah 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


ALBERTA 
Mr. Tom Gale 513 Legislature Building 
GALA Civil Rights Committee Edmonton, Alberta 
Box 53 T5K 2B6 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T5J 269 March 21, 1985 


Dear Mr. Gale: 


Thank you again for the presentation by your delegation and the subsequent 
correspondence supporting your position on the inclusion of sexual orientation 
as a quality to be protected under the Individual Rights Protection Act. 


After our meeting and since receiving material from you and other 
representations that express other views, our Committee has determined that we 
can agree entirely with the fact that the ability to do a job in the manner 
required should be the foremost criteria for employment and sexual orientation 
should not be considered proper grounds for dismissal. The ability to carry 
out the job is the foremost requirement and principles of evaluation should be 
established by employer/employee discussion. In addition, it is difficult for 
us to understand how joint tenancy by two persons, regardless of sex, can be 
questioned without invading one's right to privacy. We strongly believe that 
sexual orientation and sexual practice, since they are not visible 
characteristics, are private matters and need not be communicated to anyone, 
subject to the wish of the person. In this respect, it is felt that an 
amendment to the Individual Rights Protection Act should not be needed to 
achieve your objective of allowing people to live without the fear of 
discovery of their personal lives. 


Your delegation also argued that an amendment would not connote approval and 
cited the protection of religious beliefs under the Act and the Charter were a 
similar situation to the inclusion of sexual orientation. In the opinion of 
the Committee, they are quite different categories and following from the 
reasoning in the paragraph above, since sexual orientation is not 
appropriately publicly practiced and everyone has a modicum of control over 
this fact, it does not compare to something like religion that is publicly 
practiced and deals with different ways of life common to all regardless of 
sex, race or any special handicap. I have received very strong representa- 
tiOns that’ an amendment would connote approval. Obviously this is a matter of 
personal opinion. 


Mr. Tom Gale 
March 20, 1985 
Page 2 


We believe the Individual Rights Protection Act should protect those rights 
common to us all as well as those visible characteristics over which an 
individual has no direct control that may cause discrimination and 
intolerance. 


In this regard, the process of education is a slow solution to the problem, 
but understanding can be developed in the process and will likely be far more 
effective than legislative action which may even have a negative impact on 
your cause by coalescing opposition to the proposal. 


you mentioned that the group had few questions for you and I would suggest 
that this reflects the clarity and thoroughness of your presentation. I 
therefore do not feel another meeting is warranted at this time in view of the 
fact that your presentation has been circulated to the Members absent from the 
meeting and they have been asked for their reaction to your suggestions. I 
also note that your membership is talking to the Members there were unable to 
be at the meeting to discuss the issues with them as you say, in a more 
informal way. 


Your delegation helped to clarify and extend our knowledge of the issues 
involved and further, the need for government to avoid, wherever possible, 
becoming involved in the private lives of people. The sincerity and deep 
concern of the delegation and the importance to them of the support network 
you have developed was most apparent. 


In conclusion there are many items which could be included in the Individual 
Rights Protection Act. The omission of any one, or all, does not mean that 
the Act discriminates against any one. Indeed, the prohibition of 
discrimination on the characteristics included applies to all. 


We thank you for bringing these issues to our attention and for the supporting 
information you are sending us. You may be assured your recommendations are 
being considered. 


Yours truly, 


iy 
BL A Kegete 


Janet Koper, M.L.A. 
Chairman 
Health & Social Services Caucus Committee 


JK/vw 


PHYSICAL CONSTRUCTION OF LETTER HAS BEEN ALTERED TO FIT NEWSLETTER 


Not gaining one's ebjective is always disheartening. Perhaps someday 
you will honestly be able to say "Alberta is for all of us", at present, 
you can not. 


Sincerely, 


nek 


L 1 
cc: *to“all MLA‘s for GALA Civil Rights Com. 


PHYSICAL CONSTRUCTION OF LETTER HAS BEEN ALTERED TO FIT NEWSLETTER 


AIDS AWARENESS 
MONTH 
MAY, 1985 EDMONTON 

> Nh aga VAY gi col B fa S 


more info 
424.8361 


METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH BOOTS ~N SADOLE PRESENT 


m™cC & AIDS NETWORK 
PRESENT 
A_WORKSHOP ON LOSS AND 
PAT ORRELL (W/SHOP LEADER) 
9AM--4PM $10 FEE 


CLINICAL SCIENCES BUILDING 
2ND FLOOR THEATRE, U OF A 
CALL MCC § 438-5168) TO PRE- 
REGISTER {LEAVE MESSAGE) 


12530 130 AVE. 9PM CALL 423-5014 
CALL 438-5168 | 


cS P35 


UNITARIAN CHURCH 7: 30PM 10242 106 STREET | 


' 
Fils SERIES--- PRIVATES ON PARADE ROXY THEATRE, 10708 124 STREET FLASHBACK & AIDS NETWORK a 11 
2.95PM $3.50 ADMISSION CALL 453-9501 : 


PRESENT 


ALDS: CHAPTER ONE 
fhe. NOVA SERIES VIDEO 
FLASHB?CK SPM 
AIDS AWARENESS FORUM 10330 104 STREET 
AIDS-AN UPDATE AND SAFE FREE ADMISSION 
SEX PRACTICES 
PHOENIX THEATRE 7:30PM 


FLASHBACK 8PM 4TH FLOOR 10170 100A ST. 

10330 104 STREET THE IMPERIAL COURT OF WILD 

FREE ADMISSIOF® ROSES PRESENTS EVERTHING YOU 
WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT SAFE SEX 
(BUT WERE AFRAID TO ASK) 


FLASHBACK 1.11PM 


{ SUNDAY TO a} 


DIGNITY (EDMONTON) 13 


AlOS AWARENESS SERV!CE 
PAUL KANE HOUSE 5° 30PM 
10220 124 STREET 


1A om 


FLASHBACK & A DS 
NETWORK PRESEN? 
ALDS :_ CHAPTER ONE 


NOVA SERIES VIDEO 


FILM SERIES--- ANOTHER COUNTRY ., ROXY THEATRE, 10708 124 STREET 
{SUNDAY TO TUESDAY } 9:15PM $3.50 ADMISSION CALL 453-9501 


7 898 


FILM SERIES-- TAX! ZUM KLO ZUM KLO {TAXI TO THE TOILET) 


GERMAN WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES 
ROXY THEATRE, 10708 124 STREET 
{ SUNDAY TO TUESDAY) 9°15PM $3.50 ADMISSION CALL 453-9501 


GAY AND LESBIAN AWARENESS « BOX 53 e EDMONTON ® ALBERTA © T5J 2G9 
TELEPHONE ® (403) 424-8361 (GATE) © (403) 488-2918 (WOMONSPACE) 


CIVIL 


RIGHTS 
COMMITTEE March 29, 1985 


Ms Janet Koper, Chairperson © 
Health & Social Services Committee of Caucus 

Legislative Buildings 

Edmonton, Alberta 


Dear Ms Koper}; 


It is difficult to respond to your letter informing us that the 
proposed amendment to the IRPA is being denied your conmittee's support. 
We appreciate that the need for education is great. It is discouraging 
in the utmost to be told that our information was clear and thorouch,: 
yet it seens to have had no impact. 


The arguments on privacy used in your letter are the same ones 
used by Les Youna at our meeting in December, indeed his position seems 
to have not chanced in the past four years. The Minister's position 
also seems to have determined your cormittee's decisions. This makes 
one auestion the openess of this qovernment to locical, clearly present- 
ed, factual material and its ability to gain from education. 


As well, it is mystifying to be told that we should not be discrim 
inated against, but do not need to be protected by the law. We can and 
have documented cases of persons being fired or threatened with firing 
when their sexual preference is revealed by someone other than themselves; 
the issue is the need for protection against firing for sexual preference; 
the issue of the . e of the information is a convenient red herring. 


The inabi ity of the Minister and your cammittee to differentiate 
_ between sexual orientation and sexual behavior is amazing. Behavior is 
private, your orieritation as hetersosexual is public knowledae. 


Further, being able to conduct the education you recommend is verv 
difficult in face of threats (documented) of employers that openly acknow- 


leging sexual orientation will resuit in firing. Your Speaker, Mr. Ameronqden 


would fire a lesbian or gay man simply because he might be embarrassed by 


that person. This was stated by him to me personally at a meeting with other 


GALA members. 


& 


PAGANS: AN INTRODUCTION 


fromFr. Odysseus 
Bishop of Edmonton 
Ecclesia Gnostica Catholica 


The EGC, or 'Gnostic Universal Church', 
represents a number of different spiritual traditions. 
Of late there has been something of arevival, and 
modernization, of pagan beliefs and practices across 
North America, and the EGC exists to provide a 
community in which people can participate in this 
current, and to represent this community to the 
general public. In this article, | will give a brief 
overview of our origins, attitudes and beliefs. 


F or thousands of years, people have worshipped a 
Great Goddess, personifying the gener ative powers 
of the earth, and the source of creativity and fertility 
in humanity. While such beliefs are usually 
considered 'primitive', superceded by the 
patriarchal cultures, the Goddess has not 
disappeared. She is known in many forms and guises, 
and under many names; to both women and men She 
is an enduring source of inspiration. In many ways, 
women find it easier to identify with a feminine deity 
than do men. However, we all have both masculine 
and feminine elements in our personalities, and, for a 
man, the Goddess can be the inner complement of his 
physical gender; Jung called Her the anima The 
archetypal, ideal 'person' is neither male nor female, 
but whole, androgynous. 


The ethics arising from recognition of the Goddess 
are primarily based on respect for all manifestations 


of life as being sacred. This includes, of course, other 


human beings. To place constraints on our 


possibilities of experiencing life, or torestrict 
others', is to deny the source of our own life and joys. 
Our sexuality is an especially important means of 
experiencing andexpressing the life force within, 
and each individual has aright to expression of 
sexuality as much as to any formof artistic 
expression. [he Goddess, as 'Nature', dernands our 
respect. Humanity must recognize that is a part of 
the ecology of the planet, not above it, and that as we 
exploit the earth, we rob ourselves and also our 
progeny, the future children of the Goddess. 
Conception, birth, life and death are acontinuing 
cycle; we cannot understand any without 
understanding all. 


Connected with the worship of the Goddess are the 
traditions of witchcraft. This is a very misunderstood 
term, which has acquired many connotations. 
'Witchcraft' and 'wicca! are given various conflicting 
etymologies, but the way witches themselves 
generally define their practices and rituals, whether 
they are considered 'religious', 'meditative' or 
'‘psycho-dynamic', relates to drawing inspiration and 
power from the Goddess. She is described — and 
invoked — most often in triple form: Maiden, Mother, 
and Crone; the waxing, full and waning moons. Her 
counter part is the Horned God of vegetation and of 
animal life, dying and reborn with the turning of the 
seasons. 


In the Canadian Criminal Code, 'witcher aft' is a 
crime, classified as a type of fraud. To many 
Christians, 'witcher aft' is devil-worship and 
abomination. The burning times, when millions were 
tortured and killed on the merest suspicion of this 
‘crime’, are not so long ago that we have forgotten 
persecution. But the Horned God of the witches, the 
consort, seed and child of the Goddess, is only the 
Devil to those who believe that our subconscious is 
something evil and beneath us, rather than the 
support and source of our "higher' faculties. And 
those witches who experience visions and insight 
through their religious practices have little in 
common with fortune-tellers and the like. 


Gnosticismis less areligion than an approach to 
religion. Its essential characteristic is its insistence 
on personal experience, rather than acceptance of — 
or faith in—externally imposed dogmas or moral 
codes. The early Catholic Church attacked the 
Gnostic Christian congregations, who didnot 
recognize the authority of Rome, ordaining feinale 
clergy and using their own liturgies. Tine Gnostic 


Gospels by Elaine Pagels is a good introduction to 
this fascinating period of Church history. 


While the EGC seeks to serve across-section of 
pagans and pantheists, it has traditions of its own, 
principally the Gnostic Mass, aritual which is the 
core of the ‘liturgy’. The Mass is a dramatic ritual, 
reminiscent of ancient Mystery rites, in which the 
Priest appears as the sacrificed sun-god, with the 
Priestess as the Goddess. Persons of either gender 
can perform these roles, and Priests and Priestesses 
are equal inrank. While the theme of the ritual is 
ancient, the version presently in use was written only 
about seventy years ago, by Aleister Crowley. In 
1904, according to his own account, Crowley 
'received' The Book of the Law, in which three 
dieties from the Egyptian pantheon (Nuit, goddess of 
infinite space, Hadit, her complement, represented 
as a winged disk, and Ra-Hoor-Khuit, the solar god 
of light) announced a 'New Aeon! in which humanity 
is to achieve spiritual freedom. Crowley's subsequent 
work focussed on showing the points of agreement 
between various religions, Eastern and Western, and 
suggesting practices and rituals for heightening 
spiritual awareness. 


The Book of the Lawis difficult to interpret, but a 
number of points seem quite clear. Thelema, a Greek 
word for 'will', represents the formula or process with 
which we work: "Do what thou wilt shall be the whole 
of the Law." (1:40) The only sin recognized is 
restriction of another's freedom. If we seek purpose 
in our lives it should come from within us, from our 
essential nature, not imposed by authority or 
convention. Nuit says, "... thou hastno right but to 
do thy will." (1:42)"... take your fill and will of love as 
ye will, when, where and with whomye will! But 
always unto me." (1:51) The nature of 'will', as we 
understand it, is loving: Agape. "Love is the law, love 
under will." (1:57) 


For further information about the EGC and 
Thelema, or to obtain contact addresses for other 
Goddess-worshippers and Wicca groups, feel free to 
contact us: 


Ecclesia Gnostica Catholica 
Pallas Athene Pantheon 
c/oP.O. Box 1075 
Edmonton, Alta. T5J2MI| 


Fr. Odysseus: 465-3504 O® 
Fr. Paracelsus: 439-3595 


design & layout 
429-4287 


lerye 
Geaplice 


- logos - posters 

- business ecards - pamphlets 

- letterheads -newsletters 

- 20% DISCOUNT FOR ACTIVE 
WOMCNSPACE MEMBERS 


==Judesuits 
fine clothing custom-made 
classic tailoring for womyn 


Jude Major, tailor 
429-2355 
specialist in : 
silk, wool, linen, cotton 


“anything in cloth" 


LESBIAN DROP-IN 
Every Thursday is drop-in night 
from 7 - 9 at Every Woman's Place. 
(9926 - 112 Street) All women are 
welcome. 
LESBIAN TALK NIGHT 
Third Thursday night of each month 
7 = 9°p.mv dorclater) 
Every Woman's Place 


Gather for an evening to discuss 
issues of lesbianism/feminism. 


Bring your suggestions for topics 
(ideas, articles, books to read, etc) 
At the end of each evening we choose 
our topic for the next Lesbian Talk 
Night and decide if we need to 
distribute reading materials. 


DIGNITY 


Dignity is a community of homophi le 
Catholics and friends committed to be- 
ing both Christian and homosexual. We 
believe that God made us all and loves 
us all, and that we must know, love and 
serve our brothers and sisters in order 
to know, love and serve God. We believe 
that the important thing in life is not 
whom we love, but that we love. Dignity 
is organized to unite homosexual Catho- 
lics, to develop leadership, and to be- 
come an instrument through which we may 
be heard by the Church and society. 

The four areas with which we are con- 
cerned are: Spiritual Development, 
Education, Social Involvement, and Social 
Events. 

Dignity meets Tuesdays at 5:30 pm. to 
celebrate mass at St. Joseph's Basilica 
(10044-113 St.) followed by dinner at a 
local restaurant. Once a month there is 
a rap session and also once a month an 
open meeting follows the Tuesday evening 
mass. On the 3rd Sunday of the month, 
mass at 5:30 is followed by a supper at 
Paul Kane House (10220-121 St.) In May 
this will be held on the 2nd Sunday. 

Contact Bill at 466-9724, or Barry 


at 469-4286. 


DIGNITY 


Pes. 


- NEW YEAR'S EVE - 


Those of you who missed the event 
of last year's holiday season have no 
excuse for 1985! We have agreed to 
book the Forum Inn (across from the 
Coliseum) for a sumptuous dinner and 
dance. Reserve the date on your 
calendar now:! 


GATE 


GAY ALLIANCE TOWARD EQUALITY 


101737104 St. EDMONTON (403)424-8361 


ee ea eed 2 


Wednesday nights are women's 
nights at the Gay Alliance Towards 
Equality office. Drop in at 10173 
and 104 Street between 7 - 10 pm. 
G.A.T.E. has a good library and 
peer counselling is also available. 


- READING MATERIALS - 


Womonspace now owns a copy of 


Places of Interest to Women in USA and 
Canada. 


This handy travel guide gives 
details on lesbian bars, clubs, accom- 
modation, bookstores and services in 
towns across the continent. Consult it 
before you leave on your next vacation. 
The copy is stored in the office--any 
board member can let you sneak a peek. 
And yes, your very own Womonspace is 
listed. 

Recently we started a subscription 
exchange with other lesbian newspapers. 
These are available for your perusal 
at most drop-ins. 


“™ey “ 


Metropolitan Community Church of 
Edmonton calls its congregation ''a 
Christian Church with a special welcome 
to the lesbian and gay community'!. The 
words ''special welcome'' certainly sum 
up my experience with this congregation 
over the last year. 

| had been a churchgoer all my ‘ife, 
but hadn't really: found a church in 
Edmonton where | felt comfortable. That 
was partly because |! had ''come out'', and 
wanted to show my affection for my 
partner wherever we went. It was pretty 
hard ‘to si telfeentinch=mfanvapak tron «a 
Sunday morning after a wonderful Womon- 
space dance the night before! Finally 
my friend and | decided to '"'check out"! 
M..C.€: What a surprise, 

First, we were greeted with big 
hugs by some people we knew. As the 
service progressed, | noticed many 
couples holding hands, even during 
prayers. But what.was even more wonder- 
ful for me, were the .words of the hymns 
and prayers: someone: had edited them to 
eliminate the references to 'God the 
Father' and other traditional masculine 
imagery. And as |. further examined the 
Bible’ readings and service, | realized 
that there was a very different 
emphasis than the one I'd grown up with; 
here God was not all powerful ruler of 
the world, but rather loving-Creator. 
The thing necessary for salvation was 
not to obey the ruler, but. rather to 
become fully human through a life incor- 
porating the values of. love, mutual 
support, mutual care and mutual growth. 
Here was a place where my being a woman 
and a lesbian anda Christian were all 
affirmed as cause for celebration! 

M.C.C. Edmonton have chosen to 
emphasize that they are ''a family of 
love’. This creates.a wonderfully 
supportive atmosphere in which to begin, 
or to grow into, a relationship with a 
loving sChrists | And: yet.) tee not pushy. 
The people are glad to see you and to 
share with you, but recognize that many 
of us have broken relationships with 
God, with the church, and with other 
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people. Many of the people at M.C.C. 
have had the same experience, but have 
chosen to heal their brokenness and 
thus to become more fully human. 

The healing process is facilitated, 
to some degree, by the structure of the 
Church. It is one congregation ina 
world wide organization called the 
Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan 
Community Churches. UFMCC is a Chris- 
tian church with a stated purpose of 
ministering to lesbian and gay people, 
and with legislated recognition of the 
equality of women and the need to right 
some of the wrongs which the institu- 
tional church has historically done to 
women. 

It was the ministry to gay Christians 
which first took Jean to M.C.C. Edmonton. 
After years of marriage, her husband 
told Jean that he was gay. She went to 
M.C.C. looking for help to understand 
her husband's feelings. She found that, 
and a caring community, and while 
continuing her involvement with her 
"'mainline!' Christian church, became 
increasingly involved with M.C.C. That 
involvement she believes, greatly faci- 
litated her son's revelation to her 
that he, too, was gay. Ironically, 
both Jean's husband and son have now 
left Edmonton, while the congregation 
at-M.C.C. continues to*filiia large pare. 
of her. life. She is ome of the leaders 
of worship each Sunday, and a board 
member as well. She is now studying 
part-time and hopes to leave her job 
for a more formal ministry with an M.C.C. 
congregation somewhere. 

Jean is just one of the women who 
has found a positive expression of her 
religious commitment by participating 
at M.C.C. Edmonton. There are others, 
who will be glad to welcome you any 
Sunday evening at 7:30. The "Christian 
family'' meets in the Unitarian Buiiding 
at 126 Street” and WO) Ave, =*You ‘can calt 
the worship co-ordinator, Charles, at 
438-0317 (it may be an answering service) 
for more information. 
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Activities ~ 


GENERAL MEETING 


The next general meeting takes 
place on Tuesday, May 14, at Every 
Woman's Place, 7:30 pm. Everyone is 
welcome. 


ORGANIZERS UNITE 


G.A.L.A. needs womyn to organize and 
produce this year's Forum. Call Liz 
(481-4973) or Deborah (420-0790). 


PEACE CONFERENCE 


"Women in Alberta Celebrating 
Peace - Exploring Our Own Resources." 
Saturday, May 4, 9 am--5 pm, Knox 
Metropolitan Church (8307-109 St.) 
Registration $3, includes food. Lots 
of great workshops, Peace Theatre, 
films, Positive Images Photo Exhibit. 


Sheila acDonald 


(403)483-6320 
Ardelle L. Dudley 


Women’s Counselling 
Services of Edmonton 


14503 -90 Avenue, 
Edmonton, Alberta TS R5V1 


BOARD MEETING 


The next board meeting will be 
held Monday, May 6th , 5:30 p.m. at 
Linda's. Phone 454-0588 for more 
information. 


SOFTBALL 
SUMMER FUN 


Any womyn interested in forming a 
fun softball team or two? Call Kim at 


489-0593. 
VANCOUVER GAY GAMES 


If you are interested in forming 
a Womonspace fastball team to go to 
Vancouver, contact any board member. 
The games take place August 1 - 5, 
in conjunction with Vancouver Gay 
Pride Week. This will be the first 
year women have a sport of this 
type in the Gay and Lesbian Summer 
Games. 

The Edmonton Roughnecks are send- 
ing some teams as well so there may 
be a possibility of shared transpor- 
tation. The entry fee is yet to be 
set but it will be in the area of 
$40 per person. This includes ban- 
quet, parade, picnic and a whole lot 
of fun. Billeting will be provided 
to anyone who needs it. 

For a complete information 
package and registration forms, write 
to: Womens Fast Ball, M.V.A.A.A., 
1200 Hornby St., Vancouver B.C., 

V6Z 2E2. 


M.S.W. 

FEMINIST THERAPIST 
Edmonton  (bus.) 422-3022 
(res.) 481-5973 


WOMONSPACE. - 
DANCE —-- WAY 43 


HAZELDEAN HALL ~ 
9630-66 AVENUE 


8pm to 1:30am 


lllustration by Edidt Geever, from | I} * Adm.- ‘Members Eee 


Lost Goddesses of Early Greece, Beacon 
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PLEASE NOTE: 


Articles published in Womonspace News do not necessarily reflect the policies and opinions of 
Womonspace. Contributions by: Layout & Pasteup 
Deborah, Lindy, L.J. Camera, Stripping & Opaquing 
@ +; _ Liz, Pat, David Teryn Graphies (lL Ki Rees 
ue @.G | LS . Collating & Distribution ok 
Typing: Lindy, Deborah L.K.R., Deborah 


Elaine K., Lindy 
WOMONSPACE NEWS is published monthly by Womonspace Social and Recreational society of 


Edmonton. Womonspace is a non-profit, social, recreational and educational organization for 
lesbians in edmonton. Mailing address: 


"WOMONSPACE NEWS" 


C= 488-2918 9926 - 112 Street 


Edmonton, Alberta, TOK 1L7 


